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In this paper there is an attempt to develop an elegant controlling strategy to stabilize flexible rotors having flexural
modes. Initially, the possible causes of instability in a rotor system due to internal damping through mathematical
formulation are discussed. The threshold or the critical speed was derived beyond which the rotor became unsta-
ble. The stabilizing algorithm was designed by keeping the overall control law mathematically simple such that
minimum numbers of sensors were used and deployed. Actuators were properly selected such that control and
stabilization was practically possible for rotors of such low diameters. Bond graphs were used to model the rotor
system having flexural modes. As bond graphs act as a portrayal of power and information exchange within the
system and with external environment, bond graphs may give a better clue for modeling such systems. The real
challenge in this work lies in the proposal of control strategy in stabilizing non-rigid rotors having flexible modes.
Mathematical simplicity of the proposed control algorithms is considered for its easy deployment. The Simplest
Beam model the Euler-Bernoulli beam is considered.

NOMENCLATURE

Ra Stationary damping of the shaft
Ri Shaft rotating damping
Vf Velocity at fixed reference frame
Vr Velocity at rotating frame
Ks Stiffness of the rotor
Fc Circulating force
w Running speed of the rotor
m mass of the rotor
A Orbital area of the shaft
L Length of the shaft
Req Effective value of the rotating damper
Rc Negative damping coefficient
wn Natural frequency shaft
(µXX,µXY, The modulus of various
µY Y, µY X) transformers
Vamp Whirl orbital response function
ε Eccentricity of the shaft
η Switching Function
Rieff Effective internal or rotating damping
Forbes Whirl orbital function
Φ Potential function
ρ Density of the beam
El Flexural rigidity
(wi, wj) ith and jth mode of frequency
y(x, t) Vertical displacement beam

1. INTRODUCTION

Destabilizing effect is very common phenomena in rotat-
ing or gyrating systems. Rotors at speeds higher than cer-
tain threshold values become unstable due to rotating damping
forces generated by dissipation in rotor material. The causes
of instability of rotor systems due to internal damping was ad-
dressed by several authors.1–5, 10–12 Interestingly, several at-
tempts were made earlier to stabilize such systems. Authors
have shown that how anti-symmetric transformation matrices
were responsible for creating these instabilities. Although the
current methods in practice are quite effective for large- or
medium-size rotors, these may not be suitable for small-, mini-
, or micro-size rotor systems. There have been considerable
efforts in the past to stabilize rotors with large diameters using
conventional control algorithms like sliding mode or adaptive
control techniques, but due to complexity in the control algo-
rithm or lack of information on the type of disturbance model,
the overall design has become too complicated for real time
implementation of such systems. Some papers based on con-
ventional control methods to stabilize rotors essentially with
large diameters with flexible modes are worth mentioning.13–26

This paper benefits from handling the control law equation
with minimum complexity such that deployment of control law
in real time would be simple. The real challenge in this work
lies in the proposal of a stabilizing strategy that could arrest
instability caused due to modal spillover. One may consider an
Euler- Bernoulli beam model and then orthogonal separation
of various modal components of a uniform beam can be done.
Thereafter, each flexural mode was modeled by using Bond
graphs and finally integrated into a single model. For modeling
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Figure 1. Schematic Representation of rotor shaft with fixed and rotational
dampers.

the system of flexible rotors with different modal components,
the following papers27–31 were referenced to build the complete
model. Initially, the system was kept uncontrolled without any
controller and instability was clearly visible through simulated
results. Later, the controller was implemented within the bond
graph model and the stabilizing effects of the controlling strat-
egy were shown through simulation. The control strategy used
here is the whirl orbital response type controller. The overall
mathematical structure of the controller is shown in the sec-
tions below and efficacy of the controller is validated through
simulation results. The controller is attached within the bond
graph and no additional design using any other control system
design toolbox is used in the model.

2. ANALYSIS OF ROTORS WITH INTERNAL
DAMPING

The aerial damping coefficient is taken as α = Ra/2, such
that effective damping coefficient in all direction is Ra. Here
the frame is taken as µ = Ri/2, such that its effective value in
all directions isRi . BothRa andRi are stationary and rotating
damping, respectively. The stiffness iis assumed to be ξ =

Ks/2, such that stiffness Ks is experienced in all directions.
For general dynamics and nature of the non-potential force,
one may refer to.32, 33 The internal damping forces act along
with the rotating frame. The velocity in the rotating frame is
related to those in fixed frame in co-oriented and coordinate
as follows (i, j, k are the unit vectors). The equation below
can be written from the geometrical constraint between fixed
and rotating frames. The dynamics are captured in a situation
where the frames are co-oriented but non co-rotating:

Vf = Vr+ω×r = Vr+ωk̂×(x̂i+ŷj) = Vr+ωŷi−ωx̂j . (1)

In matrix notations:[
Vx,f
Vy,f

]
=

[
Vx,r
Vy,r

]
+

[
0 ω

−ω 0

] [
X

Y

]
. (2)

In terms of displacement components:[
X̂r

Ŷr

]
=

[
X̂f

Ŷf

]
+

[
0 −ω
ω 0

] [
X

Y

]
. (3)

The damper force vector would be obtained by multiplying
with Ri:[

Fx

Fy

]
= Ri

[
X̂f

Ŷf

]
+

[
0 −ωRi

ωRi 0

] [
Xf

Yf

]
. (4)

The second term of the above equation is circulating force and
it is non-potential in nature, which means mathematically the
curl taken of this force would remain non-zero. Hence, the
work done by circulating force FC will be path-dependent. If
a point is moved in a circular orbit around its equilibrium point
at X = Y = 0 then work done in such an orbit will be:

Wc =

∮
F̄c · dr̄ =

∫∫
(∇× F̄c) · dā =∫∫

2ωRik̂ · dak̂ = 2ωRiA. (5)

The area A is positive if the rotor center orbits in the same
direction (clockwise or counter- clockwise) as the spin angular
velocity of the rotor, otherwise area A will be negative.

3. FLEXIBLE ROTOR WITH SMART
COUPLING AND DRIVE

The rotor system shown in Fig. 2 has all the essential fea-
tures which are to be addressed. It comprises free-to-oscillate
rotors. In the two orthogonal planes, the external dampers are
attached. Isotropic stiffness and internal damping in the ro-
tor are lumped in the flexible coupling connecting the constant
speed drive and the rotor. Within the coupling, the sensing
and the actuating elements are embedded. The sensing and
actuating elements may be practically realized by deployment
of a set of piezo-actuators. As all dynamics are captured in
the rotating frame, to model the system systematically, frame
transformation from fixed to rotating frame is considered.

4. THRESHOLD SPINNING SPEED AND
STABILIZING STRATEGY

One of the important things is to find out the critical speed
of the rotor. A simple way of doing this is to convert the bond
graph into a signal flow graph and then, using the characteris-
tics equation threshold, speed can be found out. Alternatively,
we can always equate the dissipative power and regenerative
power to find out the critical speed of the rotor beyond which
the system would be unstable. Once it becomes unstable, the
power drawn from the shaft increases monotonically. Here
the threshold speed depends on the shaft natural frequency√
KS/m and external damping Ra and material or rotating

damping Ri . At speeds ω > ωth the regenerative energy per
orbit or regenerative power will be larger than power dissipated
by damping Ra + Ri. The system will become unstable and
there will be continuous growth of the power drawn from the
shaft. This can be observed by the simulated result in the later
part of the paper. It has been observed from Eq. (7) that the
critical spinning speed depends on the shaft natural frequency√

K
m , the external damping Ra and also rotating damping Ri.
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Figure 2. Schematic diagram of the rotor system with flexural mode.

Therefore, it is possible to achieve stability by increasing the
value of ωth (refer to the relation ωth = ωn(1 + Ra/Ri) be-
yond the running speed ‘ω’. We may modulate directly the
shaft stiffness parameter ‘K’ as the stiffness coefficient is de-
pendent on the threshold speed ωth here. This way of stabi-
lization would be impractical as it may pose tremendous chal-
lenges for modulating the stiffness of the rotor of a rotating
shaft with minimum number of actuators. Papers32, 33 may
be referred to for in-depth derivation of the critical threshold
speed of the rotor. Increasing the shaft stationary damping Ra

is another way by which we could shift the shaft critical speed.
Refer to papers27 where the authors have used squeeze film
dampers to enhance stability; however, these methods were re-
stricted strictly for large- and medium-size rotors as the size
of the squeeze film dampers has limitations as it may not be
the right choice to use these sort of dampers for low-diameter
rotors. By applying velocity proportional force in stationary
frame on the shaft, one may artificially increase Ra. This
will lead to an increase in ωth. However, depending on the
range ω − ωth, the difference of spinning, and the instability
onset speed, the feedback gains will have thto be increased.
For larger differences of these speeds, larger gain would be
needed. This would certainly mean a larger actuation problem
and hence large size actuators are actually required which may
be not be feasible to stabilize rotors of certain descriptions and
size. In addition to this for application of these forces, a rigid
stationary structure would be needed which may not be practi-
cally implemented, especially with rotors with such a low di-
ameters. There would be severe constraints and problems to in-
tegrate such systems with the rotating shaft and this will surely
affect ones primary goal to stabilize rotors of mini or micro
size. There may also be additional problems arising in imple-
menting such systems due to high contact friction and wear
in the actuators. If one recalls the relation of the instability
threshold speed ωth = ωn(1 + Ra/Ri). The term Ri appears

in the denominator which determines the internal damping in
rotating frame. Now if by control action, that is by applying
forces proportional to the velocities in rotating frame, the ef-
fective internal damping may be modulated. This will lead to
high values of ωth. One may sayReqv = Ri−Rc, whereReqv

is the effective value of rotating damping. Reqv is the original
material damping and Rc is the negative damping created by
the control action. With this control the effective ωth would
be:

ωth = ωn(1 +Ra/(Ri −Rc)) = ωn(1 +Ra/Reqv). (6)

This control has several advantages. This has to be imple-
mented in a frame rotating with the shaft or on the shaft it-
self. Thus, using this method one may use smart structures
effectively. Piezo actuators (PZT’s), electromagnetic devices
in rotating frames, may be used for relatively larger rotors. As
the limit ofRc is from 0 toRi then for whole range of spinning
speeds, the gain values and controller actuation forces are also
limited and it does not reach very high unacceptable values and
may be achieved at modest feedback gains.

It has been shown in the simulation results later that the
shaft-drawn power monotonically increases when the shaft be-
comes unstable. Thus in design of Rc the shaft-drawn power
from the drive may be used. The most significant requirement
is that once the shaft attains stability and the shaft-drawn power
comes to zero, this terminal Rc value should get latched. The
proposed design of Rc is as follows:

Rc =∝ P +

t∫
0

P (ε) dε+ σ
dP

dt
. (7)

Here α, β, and σ are controller tuning parameters and P (ε)

is the shaft-drawn power, which is the amount of power the
shaft draws from the source which renders it unstable.

If we recall for the threshold speed ωth = ωn(1 + Ra/Ri).
the control action keeps increasing this threshold speed by re-
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ducing the effective rotating damping. The following equa-
tions will give more detailed explanation of the dynamics:

ωth = ωn(1 +Ra/(Ri − αP − β
t∫

0

Pdξ − σdP/dt). (8)

Once ω goes past the running speed, the shaft is stabilized
ex when w ωth ≥ ω.

4.1. Stabilization Algorithm with Whirl
Orbital Response Control

The previous section suggests that the design parameter Rc

should be determined by some response function which is re-
lated to power going for whirling motion only and which by
any means should not be the power going to the load. The
control algorithm of equation (8) has a limitation that we can-
not absolutely determine the amount of power which renders
the shaft unstable as a certain amount of power is utilized by
the load. Therefore, we need further modification on the con-
trol algorithm. Instead of directly measuring the shaft-drawn
power, one could take a response function proportional to the
orbital radius in rotating frame or it could be a better and even
superior response function if we take it as ẋ2r + ẏ2r . The main
idea here is to create a response function whose determination
would give the actual power drawn by the shaft that renders
the shaft unstable. Determination of a response function based
on velocity would be easily measured as compared to sensing
actual shaft-drawn power which creates the whirling motion of
the shaft. The modified control algorithm thus looks like:

R′c = (α∗V 2
amp +β ∗

t∫
0

V 2
ampdt+ σ ∗ dV 2

amp/dt); (9)

V 2
amp =

(
X̂r ∗

r

L

)2
+
(
Ŷr ∗

r

L

)2
. (10)

For a perfectly balanced shaft with load, the shaft power
drawn is the sum of the power which fosters the whirling mo-
tion and the power needed by the load. If RC becomes larger
than the internal dampingRi and as a resultReqv becomes neg-
ative leading to the occurrence of eventual reverse whirl which
may rapidly grow in amplitude. This can again destabilize the
shaft. To prevent this type of reverse whirl occurrence we have
improvised the existing control by addition of a switch.

Forbes = (ẋ2r + ẏ2r) ∗ η. (11)

Here a new switching variable η is added to the whirl orbital
function Forbes. Therefore the design parameter now can be
determined by:

RC = αForbes + β

t∫
0

Forbesdt+ γdForbes/dt. (12)

The effective internal or rotating damping Rieff = Ri − RC .
Now switching conditions may be If RC < Ri then η = 1. If

(a)

(b)

Figure 3. (a) Instability in XY plane. (b) Shaft drawn power without the
controller.

RC > Ri then η = −1. If RC < Rieff then the switch-
ing function η = 1 which implies that the controller oper-
ates normally. If RC > Rieff then the switching function
η = −1 which means that the controller has to make sure that
the rotor does not undergo a reverse whirl. For the condition
RC = Rieff , to avoid redundancy, we need to take the value
of η = 0.

5. DYNAMICS OF ROTOR WITHOUT
STABILIZING STRATEGY

The rotor is rotated at a speed beyond ωth. There is no
eccentricity. The rotor was given an initial momentum in x-
direction. The bond graph model shown in Fig. 4 is a very
good tool for creating mathematical models of complex sys-
tems having interplay of several energy domains in a unified
manner. The plot in Fig. 3a shows that orbit keeps on increas-
ing with time and Fig. 3b shows that the shaft power drawn
increases monotonically at a very fast rate.
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5.1. Stabilization of Rigid Rotor Using Whirl
Orbital Response

For stabilization of the rotor, the design parameter RC

should be determined by some response function which is re-
lated to power going for whirling motion only and which is not
at all related to power which is rendered to the shaft load. The
orbital area is one such response function. However, an even
better response function would be Ẋ2

r + Ẏ 2
r . In the following

simulations this function is implemented by taking,

R′c = α ∗ V 2
amp + β ∗

t∫
0

V 2
ampdt+ σ ∗

dV 2
amp

dt
. (13)

The Figs. 5a and 5b shows the vibration amplitudes in fixed
and rotating frames for balance shaft with a relatively large
shaft load. This strategy stabilizes the rotor even with such
shaft loads as expected. The stabilizing action of the controller
is completely visible from Fig. 5c. Initially the shaft-drawn
power increases until a peak and thereafter decreases mono-
tonically and the excess power drawn is returned back to the
system, thus stabilizing the shaft.

Figures 6a and 6b is the response shown of the same shaft
with eccentricity of 1.0 × 10−4 with this proposed stabilizing
strategy. This is an extremely satisfactory dynamic behavior of
the rotor.

An alternative orbit response function could be the sum of
absolute values of orthogonal velocity components in rotation
frame as follows.

R′c = (α ∗ Vabs + β ∗
t∫

0

Vabsdt+ σ ∗ dVabs/dt); (14)

Vabs =
∣∣∣(Ẋr ∗

r

L

)∣∣∣+
∣∣∣(Ẏr ∗ r

L

)∣∣∣ . (15)

The below response shows the vibration amplitudes in fixed
and rotating frames for a balanced shaft with a relatively large
shaft load, Rl = 0.001 Nms. The power drawn by the shaft
fluctuates about the load and then settles at this value once the
whirl is stabilized.

Though initially the theory of stabilization was built on the
basis of power drawn by the shaft, for other considerations like
shaft load and eccentricities, one of the orbital response func-
tions, like square of velocity amplitude or sum of absolute val-
ues of orthogonal components of velocities in a frame rotating
with the rotor, should be a favored function. The square of the
velocity amplitude is proportional to that part of shaft-drawn
power which fosters whirling of the shaft, whereas the abso-
lute velocity sum is a function which increases with area and
thus we can actually get the power drawn by the shaft to create
the whirling motion. In fact, in adapting one of these strategies,
one has not departed from the original proposal but modified it
for a broader set of operating conditions.

6. ORTHOGONAL SEPARATION OF VARI-
OUS MODAL COMPONENTS OF A UNI-
FORM EULER BERNOULLI BEAM TYPE
ROTOR

The Euler Bernoulli beam equation is given by:

ρAŸ (x, t) + EI∂4Y (x, t)/∂x4 = 0. (16)

Let the solution of this differential equation be given as
y = Y (x) cos(wt), here Y (x) is given by natural motion of
the beam.

The beam model now can be written as:

(−ρw2Y (x) + EId4Y (x)/dx4) cos(wt) = 0; (17)

k4 = Aρw2/EI; (18)

k = (Aρw2/EI)1/4; (19)

Y (x) = 1/k4(d4Y (x)/dx4); (20)

Y (x) = A cos(kx) +B sin(kx) +C cosh(kx) +D sinh(kx).

(21)
Boundary Conditions can be used for the following com-

binations to find out the value of ‘k’ and the modal frequen-
cies w: pinned-fixed or fixed-pinned; pinned-free or free-
pinned; pinned-guided or guided-pinned; fixed-free or free-
fixed; fixed-guided or guided. A pinned-free type of beam
structure is considered.

Consider the ith mode:

w2
iY i(x) = ξd4Y i(x)/dx4. (22)

Consider the jth mode:

w2
jY j(x) = ξd4Y j(x)/dx4. (23)

Multiplying the first equation by Yj and the second equation
by Yi we get the following equations for i 6= j:

w2
iY iY j = ξY jd

4Y i(x)/dx4; (24)

w2
jY jY i = ξY id

4Y j(x)/dx4. (25)

Integrating the above equations we get:

w2
i

∫ t

0

Y iY j .dx = ξ

t∫
0

Y jd
4Y i/dx

4dx; (26)

w2
j

∫ t

0

Y iY j .dx = ξ

t∫
0

Y id
4Y j/dx

4dx. (27)

Subtracting the above two equations we get:

(w2
i − w2

j )

l∫
0

Y iY jdx = 0. (28)

International Journal of Acoustics and Vibration, Vol. 23, No. 3, 2018 347



A. Mukherjee, et al.: WHIRL ORBITAL RESPONSE CONTROL OF MICRO ROTORS WITH FLEXURAL MODES

Figure 4. Simple rotor model with stabilizing strategy incorporated.

The orthogonal condition will thus become:

l∫
0

Y iY jdx = 0 for i 6= j. (29)

The above property can be used for modal separation of
beam frequencies. Further the normalized equation can be
given by:

Ŷi = Yi/

√√√√√ l∫
0

YiYidx. (30)

Ŷ (x) are normalized ortho-normal modes which will sat-
isfy:

l∫
0

ŶiŶidx = 1 and

l∫
0

ŶiŶjdx = 0. (31)

Ŷi = (cosh(qi ∗ (L− x)) + cos(qi ∗ (L− x))

− (sinh(qi ∗ (L− x)) + sin(qi ∗ (L− x)))/
√
L; (32)

q1 ∗ L = 3.966, q1, q2 ∗ L = 7.0686, q3 ∗ L = 10.2102,
q4∗L = 13.3518 and in general for i > 4 qi = (4∗i+1)∗π/4.

7. MODELING OF ROTOR SYSTEM WITH
FLEXURAL MODES ATTACHED

There may be several ways of modeling dynamical systems.
The governing equation for the rotor system with the spinning
dampers can be shown below,

m

[
x̂

ŷ

]
=

−K
[
x

y

]
−Ri

[
x̂

ŷ

]
+

[
0 ωRi

−ωRi 0

] [
x

y

]
. (33)

This way of writing the model equation is good but it does
not reveal from where the circulating force (which is the third
term on right side) imports power. The physics behind the dy-
namics of this system remains obscured. Alternatively, a bond
graph model may be created. As bond graphs are portrayals of
power and information exchange within the system and with
an external environment, bond graphs may give better clues to
this issue. The model reveals that the regenerative power of cir-
culating forces comes to the system from the drive through gy-
ration actions as modeled using a pair of gyrators. The regen-
erative power of circulating forces comes to the system from
the drive. The component of the velocity of the mass center of
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(a)

(b)

(c)

Figure 5. (a) X displacement of the shaft in fixed frame. (b) X displacement
in rotating frame. (c) The shaft drawn power.

(a)

(b)

Figure 6. (a) X displacement of the shaft in fixed frame rotating using whirl
orbital response. (b) X displacement of the shaft in frame using whirl orbital
response.

the disk may be written as follows:

ẋm = ẋ− εω ∗ sin(ωt+ ϕ);

ẏm = ẏ + εω ∗ cos(ωt+ ϕ).
(34)

The smart structure (piezo-actuator), which will be provid-
ing the actual controlling action, will be rotating along with
the rotor structure; therefore, it is important for us to model all
dynamics in rotating coordinates. The fundamental equations
for the basic transformations are as follows,

Ẋp = cos θẊ + sin θẎ + (− sin θX + cos θY )θ̇; (35)

Ẏp = − sin θẊ + cos θẎ + (− cos θX − sin θY )θ̇. (36)

The piezo-actuators are all coupled together in a crystal-like
structure. The entire structure rotates along with the shaft;
therefore, all dynamics are seen from the rotating frame.

8. BRIEF DISCUSSION ON
THE SIMULATION

Two sets of simulation results are shown below. In sec-
tion 8.1, no active stabilizing controller is used and the tuning
parameters are kept at zero value. In section 8.2, the controller
is actively used and the rotor attained stabilization, which is
shown in the simulation results below.
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Figure 7. (a) Rotational displacement of the center in fixed frame. (b) Rota-
tional displacement of the center in rotating frame. (c) Shaft drawn power. (d)
Average shaft drawn power.

Figure 8. Bond graph model of zero-frequency mode.

8.1. Rotor Response Without Active
Stabilization

From Fig. 10a we observed that the simulation result contin-
ues to show an unstable spiral-like orbit in rotating frame for
zeroth mode of oscillation. Further, Fig. 10b shows that the ro-
tor still exhibits unstable whirl with respect to fixed reference
frame. Figure 10c shows the first modal component in static
frame and as the controller tuning parameters are kept at zero,
the dynamics are virtually uncontrolled and show an unstable
whirling motion. Higher modal components – the second and
third modal component in static frame – shows whirl-like in-
stability as the controller is not in action and the dynamics are
uncontrolled. The above simulated dynamics portray the non-
potential nature of the circulating force with non-vanishing
curl as discussed in the previous section which drives the shaft
to become unstable and the shaft continues to draw power from
the constant speed drive.

8.2. Stabilization of the Rotor with Attached
Controller

To stabilize the rotor, the active stabilizer is attached with
the system. The tuning parameters are given by a finite value.

Though with much smaller gains the system gets stabilized
but has a somewhat longer simulation time. The stable re-
sponses of the rotor, due to active stabilization, are shown be-
low. From Fig. 11a, the active stabilizing controller is attached
with the rotor system and the controller has already stabilized
the zeroth mode with its control action. We can also see that the
stabilization can be seen from the convergence of whirling mo-
tion at a definite value both forX and Y directions. Figure 11c
shows the first modal component getting stabilized by the con-
troller action. We have already given some values to the tuning
parameters unlike in case 1 where the controller was kept out
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Figure 9. The integrated Bond graph model with three flexural modes.

Table 1. Simulation parameters for the rotor.

Parameter name Tentative value Remarks
ShaftAngSpeed 150 Shaft Angular Speed in Hz.
BeamLen 0.4 Length of the Rotor Shaft.
RadRotor 0.04 Radius of the Rotor Shaft.
Rho 7800.0 Density of Rotor Material.
E 2.1e+10 Young’s Modulus of Rotor

Material.
NuInt 0.0004 Internal Damping Parameter.
NuExt 0.0004 External Damping Parameter.
RadCp 0.08 Radius of Coupling
Rcpl 1.0e+5 Axial Damping of Coupling
Kcpl 1.0e+8 Axial Stiffness of Coupling
PM Eps 0.000001 Equivalent unbalance of

eccentricity PenMode
FLM1 FlMn 1 Flexural Mode Number

(Integer >0)
FLM1 EpsMn 0.000001 Modal Eccentricity.
FLM2 FlMn 2 Flexural Mode Number

(Integer >0)
FLM2 EpsMn 0.000001 Modal Eccentricity.
FLM3 FlMn 3 Flexural Mode Number

(Integer >0)
FLM3 EpsMn 0.000001 Modal Eccentricity.
PM RaPM 2.0 Pendulum Mode External

Damping
SlcResF 1 SlcResF: Orbital Response

Function = 1
Alf 0.0 Alf
Beta 0.0 Beta
Sigma 0.0 Sigma

Table 2. Controller tuning parameters.

Alfa 1.0E+4
Beta 1.0E+12
Sigma 10.0

of action by giving them zero values. Higher modal compo-
nents that are the second and third modal components in static
frame are stabilized with convergence of the whirling motion.
It is easily seen that in spite of the non-potential nature of the
circulating force which rendered instability in an uncontrolled
rotor system, it is smoothly stabilized by the whirl orbital re-
sponse control action.

9. CONCLUSION

The influence of shaft flexibility causing participation on
flexural modes on the efficacy of the proposed stabilization
strategy is studied. Rotors are assumed to be rotating at
medium speeds, i.e., speeds which are high enough to render
the pendulum or tool mode unstable when no active stabiliza-
tion is in action. The ratification reported in the final phase
of the work also creates ground for stabilization of very high-
speed rotors. However, this study is confined to medium- speed
(as defined above) rotors. We could also show how modal
separation was possible using the normalized orthogonal op-
erations and how the modal bond graph could be drawn us-
ing Symbols Sonata. For Low flexural modal oscillations, we
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Figure 10. (a) Plate Displacement of Y direction in rotating frame. (b) Rotor swing of Y direction in static frame. (c) 1st modal deflection of Y direction in
static frame. (d) 2nd modal deflection of Y direction in static frame. (e) 3rd modal deflection of Y direction in static frame.

could stabilize the system using the existing stabilizing strat-
egy but we need to check the efficacy of this control strategy
for higher modal frequencies in future work. Presently, we
have taken a constant speed motor whose dynamics are rela-
tively much stronger than the whirling shaft but in the future
we need to extend the work on the effects of the whirling shaft
on the dynamics of the motor and nature of imbalances which
may occur in the motor side due to the rotating shaft.
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